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I-n v 'in newcst face book friend a debt colleclor? 1 hanks Macavitj! 

With millions of Amcricansstruggling in Ihc c urrem cconomic cnsis. it shnuld comc as nu 
surprise thai a growing numbcrofpcoplc arc Tal Ung bchitul paying Ihcir bilis. ThLs is no 
causc for cclcbralion — unlcss of coursc. you happen 10 makc your living as a dcbl collcctor. 
a dcbt-sclllcmcnt company or othcr noloriously slca/.y outfits cnginccrcd to profit oli pcøplc's 
financial nuseiy If s bad enough that wlule newspapers and car compames die off, the debt 
business is booming. But recent monlhs have brought a numbcrof reports and lawsuils thai 
expjsed somcof the lalcst — and slimicsl -- ways Ihc "financial services" industry is using to 
cash inon alrcady-struggling Amcricans. 

Whcn Michigan rcsidcnl Paula NcwLmJ fcll bchind in hercarpayments. she found hcrsclf 
baltlingsomc lypical — and nol so lypical — tactics uscd by debt collcctors. In addilion lo 
repcated. harassing phonc calls farni thrcc companics — ind ud i ng 15 calls on onc SatunJay 
and claims that phonc calls werc "eoncerning a Tamily emergency* " -- Ncwland was told that 
if she did not pay up. her car would bc rcported stolen, and shc would bc arrcslcd. The 
company also Lhrcalcned to deploy what they callcd a "shamc automobile" and "camp out all 
weekend" in fmnl of her house. 

Aodthencame a liovel approach As if all tius mnnff enough, the faet there wercoverdue 
paymcnls for her 2005 Chevy Impala wcre broadcasl on her MySpace accounl. Oulraged and 
humiliatcd* Ncwland fil cd a civil suit carlier Ihis ycarclaiming "damage to her business and 
enmtnunity reputation, extreme mental distrcss. aggravation. humiJialion and 
cmbarra5sfncnL"m Ncwland is hardly alonc. Debt collcctors arc inercasingly using social- 
netwnrking tcchnology to go after pcople in debt, E ver gel Triended" on Face book by a cutc 
strangcr? Think twicc bcforc you add them. Some dcbl collcctors have been caughl posing as 
random "friends* on Faccbook. According lo a post on Ctmsumeriss last month. "Debt 
collectois arc using cutc chicks as bait on Faccbook to Irack down and keep track of debtors." 
li told Ihc story* of onc cmployccof a dcbt-collcction agency, who aftcr "friending" some 658 
pcople, dcclarcd <ralhcr bizarrcly): 

haha you guys i tricked you all my namc is actually Emily and i work forcbv collcctions us a 
skip tracer i bel you guys gol calls from them saying you owc money thais all mydoing :) 
you wanl lo call and bitch? t darc you to c all me 604-|rcdactcd|!!! I wuit lo hear from you :)" 

Writing about the Ctvtxunierisi story, blogger Angela Connor who wriics al Social 
McdiuTfnJay, ooted a trend in the Google scarches that lead pcople lo her sile. "Hcrc are a 
fcw Tve scen in Ihc last two weeks*" she wiule: 

1. "faccbook dcbl collcctors" Mherc arc many inslanccsof ihtsonc!) 

2. "dcblcollcclors arc go 1 ng In slart infillrating social media" 

3. "Do hill colleclor's usc Linkcdtn?" 

"This clcarly is a lopic on the mindsof many." Connor wrote. "1 have no idea who Is 
conducting Ihcse scarches (bill collcctors or thosc Irving to avoid them). but 1 know wc will 
sec this moreoncn/lndccd. * nol her recent lawsuil tclls thcslory of J arnes Ricobene, who 
sued a Chicago company callcd Universal Tracing in April after m m senior invcstigalor for the 



collcctinn agcncy p »sted i mcssagc on [Rtcobcncs) daug h1cr*s My Space page asking her la 
'canlacl ouroffice immcdialclysa wc c in dtscu^* thc pcaceful rccovcry'of his 2007 
Mercedes GL450. 

Link i ii* longer irliclc) 

hllp://www.ålieracLorg/MOfy/l40547/U_your_newcs^ 

llccior/ 



Iran is teetering on the brink of a revolution today. thanke to the web in general and 
Twiller in partic u la r At least thet'9 the narrative shooting around the Web 2.0-sphere right 
now. 

During the receni ehectbncampaign. the wisdom gæs opponents of the hard tine Ahmadinejad 
regime used Tw rtter. Facebook and bløgs to push Iheir message and buikJ up a head of steam 
Ihet would bbw ihe (id of years of repression. Ahmadinejad would be ousted. democraiicaily 
ushering ina new moderate, less insular govemment led by Hossein Mousavi. 

Things dJdn'l qurie go as plan ned The Ahmadinejad camp off icially look 63 per cenl of the vote - 
in a count considered suspbbusty quiek Their firsi aet was to clarrp down on communbatbns in 
the country, includlng ihe internet and mobile p bones, as well as radio and TV broadcasts The 
Ikes of the BBC were lefl rerying on sateltite phones to report out of the country But Twitier 
endured enabling ord ina ry Iranians to bypass govemment censorshp. 

Reform-minded Iranians. incensed al what they see as the governmenfssiealing of the electbn. 
look to Twiller et al to ctaim thai Mousav i had in faet beaten Ahamdtnejad by over three to one. 
and lo encourage theircompatrbls to tefce lo the sireels* People ceriainly took lo the sireeis. 
where there were vbbus clashes on Sunday. 

A massive demonslratbn yesterday ended in bloodshed. with pro -govemment milhia opening fire 
and killing at leasiseven protesters. Pictures and video of the demo and ilsaflermath quickfy 
appeared on photo sharing siles and YouTube. Shortly af ler. the re lig bus authorities - the 
uhimale power in the country - announced a partial recount of the vote. 

On the other side of the world. Twrtter conscbusof its new roleasan enablerof revofulbn 
de c la red il would postpone se hed u led mainienance. so thai Iranians couldconiinue loavail 
themselves of the service. 

vV li ri ii all makes for a ringing endorsement of Web 2.0. apparently. So is M churléh to point out 
thai rf s onfy 30 years since a prevbus Iranian regime was toppled by an upstart cteric whose 
viewswere propagaied underground using nothlngso techbasC90 casseiie 



Or to remember thai for better or worse ihe re were revolutbns InChinaand Russia in ihe lasi 
Century, where disse ni was&pread using nolhing more than irfc andpaper. or just ihe human 
voice Or thai in ihe 1990s. the Rwanda genocbe wasfuelledby radbbroadcasts.5o.even as 
Ihe non*lranbn Twrlteraiiconlinue to pal themselves on ihe back. ifs wonh remembering thai a 
medium is just Ihat. and not a 



Link: h1tp://wwwjhercgistcr.CD.uk/20D9A)6n6/iran_twiHcx/ 



I Ih Dioceæuf Shrc^sburv is rtsking soured milk aod sicklj cattleaflcrdecidinga 
covenof wilchescould nol hold itsannualshindieon Calholicpreroises. 

ThcCrysiålCauldronJcd by High Friestes Sandra Davis, booked IhcOurLady's Social 
Club in Shaw Heath. Stoekport forihc Wiichcs' Ball. schcdulcd forOctober. According lo Ihc 
Tele&raph+ when shc rang to sod ihc £ 175 paymenu shc was told lo find an alternative venuc 
for ihc pagan knecs-up 

A furious Davis. who'd already prinled tickcls for thc event, hubblcd and bubblcd: Tin 
jppjllcd. My congregation is shocked thai in this day and age therc can be such rcligious 
disc rim i nat ion. Wc'rc normal peoplc who follow an earth-bascd religion and want lo cnjoy 
ourcclvcs. 

"Wc thought wc were bridging Ihc gap wiih othcr religions but misconecptions still extst. likc 
wc sacrificc animals* Døcs thc cburch check cvcryonc's bclicfs bcforc allowing Ihcm in thc 
club?" 

Shc added: "Now wc necd analher vcnuc for at least 100 peoplc wiih a stage tor 
cntcJlainmcnL At ihis pnint Ihit's going lo bc vcr> r difflculL" 

That's too bad. according lo Ihc Dioccsc of Shrewsbuiy's Revcrend John Joyce. who 
confirmed: "Parish ccnlrcs under our ausptecs Icl their prcmiscs on Ihc understanding usera 
and their organisations are compalible with thecthos and teachings of theCalholic chunrh. In 
Ihts instancc. wc arcn't satisficd such rcquircments arc mct." 

We'd likc to suggest Ihc Crystal Cauldron forms an unholy alliance with Ihc Somcn»cl Yum 
Yum Yoga groupwhieh was in 2007 similarly barrcd from a BaptLsl cburuh hall for 
"prumoling olherspihlualilics" with its hidcous "unchrislian" practiecs. 

Tht&corabincd hcalhcn force woulddoubtlcss be ablc - IhmughMhklng potent asattasin 
fmnl of a slcaming cauldron of witches' brcw - be ablc lo conjurc a s pi ri I of peacc and Invc 
between ihc UK's myriad faiths 

Link: hUp://tt\vw.thcregLstcr.co.uk/2009A)6/17/wi1ches_ouslcd/ 



Roen&inrcred baden Mtarfiri= rapid rechargineof deviccsThanksGeddonia! 

MIT cnginccrs have created a kind of bcllway thai allows for thc rapid transit of electric al 
energy through a wcll-known batlcry material. an advancc ihat could ushcr in smaller, lighter 
batteri l> — for ccll phoncs and ntbcr deviecs — ihat eau Id recharge in scconds ruthcr ih j n 
houis.The work could also ullow for thc quick rccharging of battenes in electric cais. 
although ihat particuUr application would be limitcd by ihe amount of power availablc lo i 
homeowner through ihe cleclric grid. 

Thc work. led by Gerbrand Ceder, ihe Richard P. Simmons Professor of Maleri als Science 
and Engineering, is rcported in the March 12 issuc of Nature. Bccausc ihe malcrial involvcd 
is not new — thc researchen* have simply changed thc way ihey make il — Ceder belicves thc 
work could make it inlo thc markclplacc within two to Ihrce ycars.Statc-of-thc-arl lilhium 
rccbargeable ba neries have veiy high energy dcnsilics -- Ihey arc good al storing Ufge 
amountsof charge. The IradcolT is thai Ihey have rclalively slow power rates — ihey an; 
sluggish at gaining and discharging ihat energy. Considcrcurrcnl ballerics for electric un. 
"They have a lot of energy. so jnu can drive at 55 mph for a long lime. but Ihe j*»wcr is low. 
You ean'l accclerate quickly." Ceder said. 

Why the slow power rates? Traditionally. scientists have thought thai the lithium ions 
rcsponsiblc. along with clcclrons. for carrying charge across ihe batlcry simply movc too 
slowly through the material. About ftvc years ago. howevcr. Ceder and collcagucs made a 
surprising discovcry* Compulcrcalculalions of a wcll-known batlcry material. lilhium imn 
phosphatc. predicted Ihat Ihe match al Vi lithium ions sho uld actually be moving cxlrcmcly 
quickl>\"Jf Iransnorlof Ihc lilhium ions wasso fast. something clse had lo be Ihc problem." 
Ceder said. Funhcrcalculalions&hnwcd Ihat lilhium ions can indeed movc veryquickly into 
Ihe malcrial bul only through tunnels acecssed from ihe surf acc. If a lilhium ion at Ihe surf acc 
Is direclly in front of a tunnel cnlrancc. thercs no problem: il procceds cfflciently into the 
tunnel. Bul if the ion isn't directly in front, it is prevented from rcaching ihc tunnel cnlrancc 
bccausc it cannot movc Lo access thai entrancc. 

Ceder and Byoungwoo Kang. a graduale student in malcrials science and cnginccring. 
devtsed a way around thc problem by creating a new surface slructure thai docs allow thc 
lithium ions to movc quickly around ihc ouisidc of Ihc malcrial. much like a bcltway around a 
city. When an ion Iravcling along ihis bcltway rcaches i tunnel, it is inslantly diverted into IL 
King is a coauthorof Ihc Nalurc papcr.Using their new processing tcchnlquc. thc two wcnl 
on lo make a small batlcry ihat could be fullycharged ordischarged in 10 to 20 scconds (il 
lakessix minulcs to fully charge or discharge a cell made from thc unprocessed malcrial). 

Ceder notes that furlhcr tesis showcd thai unlikc othcr batlcry malcrials. Ihc new T material 
does not degradc as much when rcpeatedly c harged and rec harged, This could lead to smaller, 
lighter battenes, bccause less material is needed for thc same result. "Thc ability lo charge and 
discharge baltcrics in a matter of scconds ralher than hours may open up new r technological 
applications and inducc lifestyle changes." Ceder and Kangconclude in Ihcir Nature paper. 
Thts work was supported by ihe National Science Foundation through Ihe Materials Research 
Scieoce and Engineering Centcis program and thc Battenes for Advanced Trans ro rtatkm 
Program of Ihe U.S. Department of Energy* It has been licensed by Hvo companics. 

Link: hl tp;//w eb.mii.edu/newsofficc/2009/ba1leri-matcrial-0 3 I l.hlml 



Lawyers guantng (o return Ihc SlOOm Ihat the RIAA stole T hanks MAciivity! 

The rccording industry hasspent (and continucs to spend) millions ofdollai*on tis liligation 
campaign againsl iccuscd ftlc-swappcrs* hut if iwo lawyc& have Ihcir way. Ihc RIAA will 
have to pay all Ihc moncy hack. Nol conlcnl simply in defend Jamraic Thomas-Rassct in hor 
li igh- pro file rcirial next week in Minnesota. Jawycr Kiwi Camara is jo i rung forces wiih 
Harvard Law professor Charles Ncsson Lo file a cl ass- action lawsuil ugainst the recording 
industry later this nummer 

Thegoal is nothing Icxs ihin to force the industry to pay back ihc allcged "1 100+ million - il 
has coUected over the last fcw ycara. Pcrhups the RIAA had good reason not to send thosc 
scHlemenl Icltcis to Harvard for so long. 

Ag spokc wlth Camara on Tucsday as hc rode lo the airport for the ilight to Minneapolis, 
wherc hc will defend Jammie Thorn as-R asset afteronly two weeksof prcparation. Bul the 
lime crunch has in no way resi ric led his vision: C amara says thai hc is inlcnt on dtsmanlling 
Ihe entire RIAA liligalion campaign by going aftcr its legal undcrpinnings.Camara's firm 
docsn'ldo easy cases, and even In pro biMU* cases, "wc want to fix a problem for a lot of 
pcoplc. includingourclicnt." 

Thai mcans doing more than getting Thomos-Rassel off without a guilty verdict. and ifs why 
Camara has already gone afler the two fundamental pieces of RIAA cvidence in these cases. 
First up was the cvidence from hired invesligalor McdiaScntry. vvhich tracked down 1P 
addrcsscs of filc-sharcn* and provided theonly cvidence cif observed copyright inlnngcmenL 
Camara has arg u cd that McdiaScntry was not licensed as a phvalc investigatnr in Minnesota, 
Ihat it ran an illegal "pen register" and thai ils cvidence s ha uld bc barrcd. Such a movc would 
esscntially destroy the RIAA's main cvidence of copyright infringemcnL and il Vi no surprise 
Ihat Ihc tradc group has pushed back hard. 

But Camara gocs even furthcr back in the cvidence chain. To provc copyright infringcraent, 
Ihe RIAA needs cvidence of that infringement. of coutcc. bul ti also needs to pro ve il owns 
Ihe copyrights in qucstion. If it can't cstablish that faet, the case also falls apan. This sounds 
like a long shot — surely the record labels did something as basic as register their 
copyrights? — bul Camara tclls us thai ifs not so simple. 

"They basically committed a technical se re w- up." hesays of the RIAA. That s bccause 
lawyers provided the courl with "tiuc and corrccl" copics of Ihcir copyright registralions 
(pcrhaps accuratc bul not "official)* but these arc nol the "certified copics" rcquircd under 
federal rulcsof cvidence. The RIAA secmed laken aback by Camara *s pretrial cotnnlaini and 
asked the judge in the case losiraply lake "judicial nolice" of Ihc validilyof ils forms. BuU 
aftcr a tclcpbonc conversation on Monday. ihe judge refused to do Ihat. 

Hc also rejected Ihc RIAA argument thai "hcy, these forms werc good enough forThomas* 
fin*l triul, so thcy're good enough now." The judge pointed out Ihat "the Court's Ordcr 
granting a new Irial in thb malter granlcd an entirely new trial on all issucs. The faet thai 
Dcfendant did not object la Pliintiffs' cvidence of regislralion in the Fini! Triul docs nol 
preclude Dcfcndanl from putting Plainliffs to their burden of proof on this issue in Ihe 
rcirial.* 



The RJAA admitlcd ihat "il will bc difficull and expensive to now allcmpl to obtain cctlificd 
copics from ihe US Copyrighl Office in time for trial." Wboop*. Even if the RI AA comes up 
with the documents. ihough.Cjimara sliJI hasobjections la theircontents (or lack thercof)- 
The rcgistrations don*l includc the ae lu al "speeimen." for onc thing (in this case Ihc actual 
sound rccorcling fited with Ihc Copyright Office), so Camara says he has no way to know 
whai was actually filctl and whclhcr II truly is idenlical with what Thomas-Rasscl is accuscd 
of sharing. 

Hc will also charge ihut ihc rcgistrations arc simph invalid, sincc Ihcy werc all done in the 
names of the various record labels, nol of the artists* Bul Ihc "work for hirc" law under which 
Ihts was done has bcen impropcrly upplied in these cases, he says. and Ihc rcgistrations are 
Ihcrcfore dcfcelive. 

Takcn togethcr. the two lines of atlack on Ihc RJAA s main evidence are an altempt to cripple 
Ihc record mg industry case bcfore it even reaches thcqucslion of whctherThomas-Rassel 
actualty "did it." Which is probably jusl as wclLsincc therc is some fairly compclling 
evidence againsl her, evidence good cnough to sccure a guilty vcrdicl (he firs! time amund. 

But not even thissort of attack on Ihc RIAA's methodsgoes far cnough for Camara. He telts 
Ais thai he and Harvard Law professor Charles Ncsson will file a cl ass- action lawsuit againsl 
Ihe industry al somc point after the conclusion of the Thomas-Rassct case in an effort lo makc 
Ihe labels pay back all monies laken in from settlements with filc-sharcfs* Or, in Camara's 
words. he'sgoing to "get the i 100 million Ihat Ihey stole." (ThcRIAA tells Ars thai the S 100 
million figurc is inaccuralc. and RJAA general counsel Sleven Marks indicated in a recent 
Ars op-cd thai the labels had lost moncy on the campaign.) 

The idca behind Ihc suit is thai the RIAA has illegally threatened pcople. using void 
copyright regislrations. andscarcd Ihcm into paying an avcrage of S3i)0() or $4.000 npiccc to 
fend oli Ihc thrcal of federal liligalion. )f all of these arguments wercn't enough. the 
NcssonÆTamara lag team have a couplc more cycpoppcis to makc: P2P filc-sharing of 
copyrighted maten il is fair use. and hugc stalutory damagc awards against noncommercial 
useis are unconstilutionaL 

Clcarly. "thinking small** docsn't interest eithcr man — Ncsson hus Ihc nickname "Billion 
Dollar Charlie 1 * for a reason. and it's nol surprising to leam ihat Camara sludicd with Ncsson 
at HarvanJ and calls him "the smartest person thai I know." Camara. for his pari, is a sharp 
lawyerwho wis ihe youngest petson evcr to cnroll in Harvard Law, As he prcparcs to fly up 
In Minnesota loday. Camara says, "Wc'rc rcady for irial." He also says Ihat hc plans to win. 

Link: http;//aR^icchnica.com/tecb-policy/ncws/20D9Al6/lawyers-plan-class-action-to-n:claim- 
IGQm-riia-stale.il« 



SwedcjT* pirate party haswon entry mto theEuiopeanPaxtiajnentinBruiselini 
clcctinns held on Sunday. Thanks Macavily! 

The Piralc Party gaincd 7 per cent of Ihc Swcdtsh votes and sccurcd il leasl one of thc scats 
Ihat Swcdcn holds in thcr parliamcnl. 

"Citizens have undeistood that it's time to pull die fist out of the pocket and that )ou can 
makc ■ difference«" Rick Falkvinge, leaderandfounderof Ae partytoldtheSwedishsaily 
Svenska Dagbladet after the result of the elechons were revealed *We don't accept tabe 
bugged by Ihc govcrnmcnl. People Mari to understand thai the govcrnmcnl is not alwa^ 
good" 

The Piralc Party is focussed on three main goals, "to fundainentally reform copyright law; get 
lid of the patent såtern andensure cibzen's righb topnvacyarerespected" 

Thc pirly was founded in 2006. ind Ihat ycar gaincd only D.63 perccnl of Ihc votes in 
Swcdisb parliamcntary clections. Bul sincc then it has atlracted tncmbers du ring thc dcbalc 
on scveral controvcrsial laws thai aulhori/c monitoringof clectronic communtc ilions and 
ihat makc it easiiT to police fik sharing on Ihc Internet. 



Il is non* 5wcdcn"s ihrird biggest party by mcmbciship. Ils ranks swcllcd ^ hen fotir men 
were senleoccd to prisoo in thc high-profilc Piralc Bay case in April. People usc Web sites 
likc The Piralc Bay lo transfer movics and music* a practicc that has drawn Ihc i re— and thc 
lawycis—of Hollywood sludios and the rccording industry 

Thc piralc patly is not formally conneclcd wilh Ihc pirate bay web sitc. bul has exprcssed ils 
support for ii. Thc party wants all non commercial copying lo bc frcc and file sharing lo be 
encouraged. Thc copyright syslcm. it argucs. is oul of w hack— ral her ihan encouraging Ihc 
spruad of cullurc, the system ikiw imposcs sevcre restrictions. 

Thc European clcclions atlraclcd 43,8 percent of Ihc Swcdish votcis, which is on par wilh thc 
European average.Aparl from ihc Piralc Party, which became thc fifth biggest party in Ihc 
elcclions in Swcdcn. Ihc Greens were ihc big winners galning 10.9 percent rcsulting in a 
fourlh position and two scats in Ihc parliament. 

Link: hi tp://ncws.c ncl.com/830 l- 13578_3- 1025904 K-38.html?iag=nl.e703 



Digital Hrilain. The Interne! Watch Foandation (1WF) isa British nm story - and 
onc (hat our governroent would dearly like to export overseas. 

Allhough it would ralhcr nol pay for il, if il can possibly avoid doing so. That is thc 
somcwhat Johnny Bullish asscssmcnl of how wc rcgulatc thc internet hen: in dcarold 
Blighiy, laken from ihe pages of Lord Carler's report on "Digital Bhtnin* (pdf)- It eonlains, as 
most such reports do, lavish praisc for ihe gallanl souls sltving away ni the J\vr - combincd 
wilh little obvious unders und mg of the issucs involvcd. 

FiiM ihe pause. According lo Lord Carler's report, "ihe Internet Watch Foundation and thc 
'ttohce and take domi* system on internet sites is widely regaided intemationally as a 
model. " This is Irue as far os it goes - bul possibly overlooks the fad thai os onc of thc first 
sul- li organisations into the fray, othcr jurisdielions have been in mad catch-up mode evcr 
stncc. 

Howevei, there is a flyut the ointinent: The IWF*s ciurent incoine mcludes a contnbuhon 
from thc EU Safcr tnlemcl 66 Action Plan with Ihe bulk bcing deri ved from voluntary 
membcrshipsubscriplions.This volunlarystruclurc raeans thai therc is no ccrlainly Ihal thc 
level of funding reccivcd now fn>m the EU or from its membership will conlinuc al this level 
in the fulure. In thc currenl economic climatc a volunlary funding base carries with il 
incfcascd uncerlainly over funding. "So, pcrhaps thc currenl model b> not quile as brilliant as 
it is cracked up lo bc? Fcar not: "thc Govcrnmenl ts challcnging the industry to ensure Ihat it 
has onc* 1 . Challcnging, that is. as in "if the rcgulalion of criminal conlcnt is not adequately 
funded by industry, Govcrnmenl would nced lo cønsidcr slatutory intervention". 

So lt'sagood model - excepi when hcomes to funding* 

Howevcr. as the rcporl is kecn lo repeal, "thc IWF has also been a model for international 
hotlines forrcporling child abusc maleri aL cspecially across thc EU. Sorac operators n trendy 
usc its list of illegal siles internationally. Sincc mosl child abusc maleri al originales outsidc 
thc EU, thcre is a case for ils operations lo cover at least thc wholcof the EU. 

"Wc will ihcrcforccxplore with the IWF and the European Commission thescope for a pan- 
Europcan model with commensurate funding. ThcreVi Ihe lund grab: if ggvernment cun 
oblain sufficient funding both from industry and Ihe EU,ourlovcablc, cuddly British IWF 
co uld soon bc palrolling thc murkicr backwaterc of ihe European internet loo.This would bc a 
step-cbingc to thc operation thai the IWF currently runs, given both Ihe numberof countrics 
involvcd and thc subtle differences in I au between stiles in terms of whal is criminal to vicw. 

Il also overlooks a vcry large ohslacle. Thc IWF is praised intcmalionally for its work and its 
achicvcmcnl in bringing down the proportion of child abuse siles hoslcd within Ihe UK lo I *f 
of ihe toial accessed.That is a scrious success story Ihal is nol withoul its crittes. lssues Ihat 
we have rcporlcd on prcviously includc thc lack of judicial involvcmenl in thc process: the 
failurc lo notify sile owncis, and overall, a typically British lack of legislative grounding for 
thc operation. Il is a fudge Ihat has worked: and il has been considcred a model forolhcr 
countrics bccause for some time il has been ihe main - if not the only - game in town. 

Over ihe last ycir. this piclurc has been changing rapidly. wilh debales in sevcral EU stiles, 
including Belgium, Gcrraany and Denmark as lo how ihe inlcmcl should be regulatcd. 
Dcbale has focused around issucsof control and thc level of govcrnmenl involvcment in Ihe 

ID 



cvcntual solution, tn Ccrmany. a propos al for in 1WF lookalikc has bccn mundly reb uf fed in 
ravnurof a model with grcatcr judicial ovcreighl. 

So i'ull marks to Lord Carter fordelivcring praisc wherc praisc tsduc: bul "nuls points** for 
Ihis blalant allcmpl lo fotsi i Brilish model on everyone clse in Europe wiihout firel checking 
Ihat it fils Iheirownconccrns. 

Link: hup://w ww.thcregwtcr.co.ok/2009A)6/17/iwf_cuJ*nd_grab/ 



COP THAT! Thonks Peekok! 

li was smashing news ihis week foronc anti-arms tradc protester. Chris Blucmcl. a music 
leacherfrom Southampton, was aequitlcd last Fridayof assaulting Police -despile admitling 
lo punching a cop in Ihc face! 

The case arose out events at last ^ar'sCanuvalagainst the Arms Tråde in Brighton (Scc 
SchNEWS634) whichsaw a masscar-park invasion of EDO/ITT by pmlcslers. Chris was 
charged wilh both Assaulting Police and Common Assault. His defencc rested on the 
excessive force uscd by police in clearing ihe car-park and ihc bealing he himself reccivcd. 
He showcd the court pholos of bruising on his arms and back — bizarrely laken on a Nakcd 
Bikc Ride threedays latcr (with ihc naughly bitscovcred by post-ils!). 

In ihcirvcrdiel Ihrcc magislratcs said Ihal Ihc evidenceof PC Dugan. who receivcd a punch 
in the face afterbeating Chris to the groimd, had been Vague and contradictør/ in his 
descriptionof the timing af evcnls, while in contrast Chris wasclearly a manof good 
character who had been 'credible andconsistenf aboutwhathadhappsned 

Commenting on the policing of events, magislratcs said thai allhough Ihc actions of police 
had been lawful al TirsL thcy descended into unlawful and excessive force in Ihe lasl moments 
when protestere werc being driven from the car park wilh balons and police dop*. Thcrc was 
no cvidencc of any violcncc uscd againsl the police by ihe protestere. In the circumstanccs 
Chris had bccn rcasonablc in fjghiing hack against ihc police who were clearly 'notacting m 
the execuhonof theirduty*. 

ChllS told SchNEWS "This nrarks the etui ofan extremely difficuli year, which began with a 
police raidon my house, b\ whuit a hage atmnmt t>f conipuler eifliiptttenl and eampatgri 
malerials was seized. and ended witlt a trial im iudicrotts cftarges. The pulice have st*far 
refused to apaloglsefor (he dismplion and stress iheyhave caused to my life* inchuling (he 
fear oflosing ntyjob had I been convictedT 

Link: hl tp:/Avww.schncw^.a rg.uk/archivc/news6 79 Lphp 
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Themsands ol bloters who upemle behind thi 1 c krak of anonytnily have no righl (o keep 
their identitiessecrel^Ihe High Courlruled jesterdav. Thaoks Kevin! 

In a landmark decision. Mr Justice Eady rcfuscd to grant tn ordcr id protect Ihe anonymity of 
a police officer who is ihc aulhorof ihc NighUack blog. The officer. Richard Horton, 45, a 
deleclive conslablc with LancashircConslabulary* had sought an injunclion to stop The 
Times fmm revealing his norne. In April Mr Horton was awarded Ihe Orwell Prizc for 
pjlitical writing, but Ihe judges werc unawarc Ihat hc was using information uboul casen, 
somc involving sex offences against children. Ihat could be Lraccd back lo genuine 
prøsccutions. His blog. whicb gave a bchind-thc-sccncs insight into frontlinc policing* 
i nc l ud cd strong views on social and political issucs. 

The officei also ciihcised and ndiculed "a number of senior polihcians" and advised 
memoers of ihc public under police im f estigation to "complainabouteveiy officer show 
norespectto the legal system or an^foodyworking in it" Someof theblog'sbest-rcad 
scetions. which on occasion altracted half a million readers a weck. werc anecdotes about 
c ises on which Mr horton had worked. The peoplc and piaces wcre made anonymous and 
dci * i Is changed. bul they could still be traced back lo real prosccutions. In the fin*! case 
dealing with the privacy of internet bloggcrs. Ihe judge ruled Ihat Mr Horton had no 
"reasonable expectahon" to anonymity because 4 *blogging is essenbally a public rather than a 
private acthaty*. The judge ako said that evenif the blogger could have claimedhe hada 
righl to anonymity. Ihe judge would have ruled against him on public interest grounds. 

The police officer, ihc judge said* had argued thai he should not be exposcd bccausc il could 
pul him at riskof disciplinary action for brcaching rcgulations. Bul Mr Justice Eadycriticiscd 
that argument as "unattrac&ve tosaythe kast". He added: "I do not accept thatit ispaitof 
the couit's foncbon to protect police officers who are. or think they niaybe, achng inbreach 
of police discipline regtilations from coniing to the attention of their supenois " He adcled: *lt 
would seem to be quite legilimate for Ihc public to bc told who it was who was choosing to 
makc. in somc instanecs quite serious crilicisms of police acliviiics and. if il bc the case, that 
frequent infringements of police discipline tegulahons weie taking place "The a tionarosc 
aflcr Palrick FosIcj. a Times journalist, ideniificd the NighUack bloggcr 4< bya processof 
deduction and detective work. mainly using informationen the internet," tbe judge said 

Hugh Toralinson, QC, for Mr Horton, had argned that "thoæands of regular bloggeis . . . 
would be horrificd lo think thai the law would do nothing to pmtcel their anonymity if 
someonecarricdout ihe neecssary detective woik and sought to unmask thern", Mr 
Tomllnson said thai Mr Honon wished 10 rcmain anonymous and had taken steps to presene 
his anonymity. Bul Mr Justice Eady said that the mere facl thai the bloggcr wanted to rcmain 
anonymous did not mean that he had a "reasonable expectahon" ofdoing so or that The 
Times was under an cnforceablc obligation to him to maintain that anonymity. Anlony Whilc, 
QC. for The Times, argued that there was a public inlcrest in non-compliance by a pallcc 
officer with hts obligations under Ihe statutory code governing police bebaviour and also with 
general public law duty on police officers not lo rcveal information oblaincd in Ihe couive of 
a police investigation othcr Ihan for performing his public duties. Lancashirc Constabulary 
said "He hasbeenspoken to regaidutg lus professional behaviourai^ in line with 
disciplinary procedures, has beenissued with a wntten wanung " 

Link: 

hllp://lechnology. ti mcsonlinc.co.uk/tol/news/tech_and_web/lhe_wcb/article6509677.ece 
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Short wmtm 



Human search engine/cvber vigihntes strike! Iluniks Macavity! 

"The Chincsc credil (hc 'human flesh search ene in c* for succcssfully locahng T ihe kitlen kiJler 
■ >t i ! i.LV'ii "i' from dues in her online video. But in Fcbruary. the same foiuc idenlificd a 
lecnagccal-abuscr in Oklahoma — within 24 houisof his video w s appearance on YouTubc. 
TJclizens are the new Jack Bauer/ argucs one science writcr. and with ihree billion pMcntial 
dctcelivcs, 'attempts to hidc will only add ihrill to the chasc/ Bul Chinas vigilanlcs uhimalely 
lurned thcir attention to C "hin is Internet Propaganda Office, bypassing censorship øf a 
directory personal informalion using social networfcs. including Twillen The authorsuggests 
Ihcrc's a new princip! c cmciging in the online wørid: The I nlcrnct docs not forgcl. Joes nat 
forgive and cunnot bc stopped. Evcr."' 

Link: h1tp://yro^lashdot<oig/storyA)9A)6/ 10/16 i4227/Online-Vigilantes-Or-Crowdsoun:e€J- 
Justicc 



Hoods, hals and cell phones banned in banks by local bw Thanks Peekok! 

"I know yuu*rc asking for trouble wcaring a ski mask inside a bank* Now. my town |Ed: 
Wcsiervillc, OH ] is prohibiling wearing hats. hoodics, sun glosses and also the usc of cell 
phoncs inside banks. When will ihe insanity end?" 

Wcsicrv ille police have osked the cilys 2 1 banks and credil unions to post window signs (hal 
direel cuslømcra lo put away cell phones and rcmovcsunglasscs. hoøds and hats. 

The ide* is to weed out those who want to conceal thcir idcntilics from security camcras to 
mb Ihe bank orcredit union. 

Link: http://www.boingboing.net/2009A)5/ h IS/town-bans-hoods-hats.html 
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Feedback: 
From T,Hali 

Hi, In episode 63, 1 think. you mcnlioncd audio playcrs Ihat bccomc ncx Mo- worthlcss aJlcr 
Ihcir audio Jack beeomes loosc. Thts isoften j vcry casy \w. simply ihc Jack com|xmcnt 
gelting detached from Ihc circuil board due lo mcchinical strain. 1 Ihink III mtke a video 
soon. cxplaining how lo fix il. 



And somcihing aboul Ihc 20 12 ihing. I'vc found an arliclc recent.} ihat claims ils actually nol 
December 2 IsU 2012. butOctobcr 28lh. 20 IL ril spare ihc whys. but here'ssomelhing good: 
if Uue. ihc irliclcsays. Ihcrc will bc anothcrdown-lurn (like in "cconomic eollapie", eic.l Ihis 
ycar. on November Klh. and a yct anolhcr key point in Fchruary 20 1 L How aboul il - a major 
pmphecy thai is aclually vcrifiable? 

Hcre'5 Ihc link (Ihc I ir%i docsn't have ptc lures, but is quickcr to lo id): (links in rcccomcdia) 



Ha If Time Music 



Track 1 - Whispers in Gny by Patient Zero from thc album Se hi/op hrenta 
Track 2 - Transformers by Victor Stella r www.podsaleaudio.com 
Track 3 - Whirlyeirl by Lucy Knfadey www.lucyknlslcy.coni 



Dia iiiwhwi 

(hopefullj recorded at ihe r4nger5 raeetl 

Al tema te diskussion: Given ihat ihe world powers are gclting really interested in the 
conccpl oTcybcr warfarc — what lurns do you ihink il will lakc?— note: If thisdiscussion is 
nol uscd it will bc partof ep67 
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Links: 



• www.ranlmcdia.cu 

• www-siornuhewircJk 

• www.wognclwortLCom 

• www.wogran1.com (new matcrial coming soon. according lo wuz/jnlmc!) 

• www.cmpowcrthyscincom 

• www.rostudios.or£(w5*re still waitiugforseason2) 

ww w , i*4 ngc r5 .co m 
www.j4a2ju5hlDg.tlc 

irc.frccnode.nc1 Ihcn #r4ngcr5 

hlip://wwu'jic ighborhoodfruit.com/ Ncghbourhood fruil - thanks Pei'kok 

hllp://bcla JcchnoJogyrcvicw.com/cncigy/22Jt6 It Home nuclcarrcacum! - thanks Agent 
Pufide,v: 

hllp://www.visionofhuman*1y*nrg/gpi/hnmc-phpn Global Pcacc index- Thanks 
Sehneelockt! 

Schneclocke says: New Zealand ctmc oul in the first place ihis time <il uscd to be4 taM 
ycurj: Denmark and Norwuy arc lied for Lhc second place (uscd lo bc 2nd und 3rd. 
respectively). while Iceland losl its#l spot and ranks in the foiirlh place now. Rounding out 
lhc top 10 ure Ausiria. Swcdcn. Japan.Cunada and - ticd for9th place- Finland and Slovcnia. 

Oermanycamc 16lh (lied with Qatar: Wifl I4lh in 200« and I2lh in 2DD7). which still carns il 
a "Vcry High" raling wiih rcgaid to ils pcaccfulncss; lhc UK is 35 th ("High", the UK is also 
lhc fourth 

lowcsl-ranking nalion in Western I lun« pc, follawed only by Italy. Cyprus and Grcccc. but il 
rose from 49ih place il had in bolh 200H and 2007). while the USA arc 83rd ("Medium*': up 
Trom the97lh place in 2008 and 96 Ih in 2007). At lhc bottom of the list. you'll findsuch 
countrics as Sudan. Israel. Somalia. Afghanistan and Iraq (in thai order). 

The full report can be downloaded from the webshe und is vcry much worlh rcading. En 
addition, the websile his the rathcr nifty funclionalily of ullowing you lo comparc the 
delailed score breakdowns (as well as demogranhie dalu) of up to flve counlries al oncc; for 
example. the following link will takc you lo the comparisun page for Iceland. Germany. lhc 
UK and lhc USA: 

h 1 1 p :// wav w .visio nu 111 u n i an* I y *n rg/g pi/rcs u I Is/c o m pariso n/2009/d c- is-g h- as / 

The media pack on the websile also contains furlhcr inlercsting documents. including mur«, 
bibliographics. a faet shect and a discussion pupcr. Thai last one. likc lhc report itself. is quitc 
worth rcading. and expoundson why pcacc is nol just good foriLs own sake bul in faet a 
catalyst for funher positive changes in ;i socicly. Iceland is uscd as an examplc therc duc lo 
lhc cconomic disoslcr ihat slruck therc in 2008. the so-called krcppn 
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Rcccoracdia 

hlip^/jlnavBrm.bltn^poi.com/2009/05/oclobcr-2B-20J l.hlml 

hUp^/w\vwicribdxora/doc/l6l26()76/Thc-mks-af-bcUcvijig-ihnt-thc-MayaJi-calcndnr-c i nils- 

Dccembcr-2I-20I2 

THatt's20l2links 

h lip*://Uo hum xo m/ki rn:nt_dc1 ails/4470 395 7/hcnry+tha rcau?Ub=s u mm i ry 

hup*;//iso hunl.com/iorrcni_dcUils/94445K l7/henry+thorcau?1ab=summary Henry Thore* u 
Book* - T hanks Kevin! 

h»p://w\vw\youtube.comAvau;h?v=5c lT2oKEflQ Japanesc HD moon flyover video - thukfl 
Agent Pugslcy! 

h»p://www\}Kmtube.com/wiich?v=TvDWIcKmhYs PSP augmemed reality game - t hanks 
Agent Pugsley! 

hllp://www.newscicnuAtxom/»rticle/mg20227l 17.000 Inflalablespace lowcr- thanks Auent 
Puustev! 

Iilip://pn ranarm al pode istcam/ - whal dacs tt say an Ihc tin!?J?J? 



Oulro Musit 

• Track ] - Anticttristo by Palienl Zero trom thc album Schizophrcnui 

• Track 2— Not ynur eneray by Megaphoneirom www.pDdsafeaudm.com 

• Track 3 - Shanie me Down by Lucy Kntsley wwwJucyknial ey.com 

• Ram- Sean Kennedy- rejeel 
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